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PRISONER RIGHTS WORKSHEET ANSWERS
1.
Can an inmate send a letter, claiming illegal conduct by prison personnel, to a government official without it being censored?


YES - Prisoners have the right to criticize their surroundings and the prison staff, otherwise the public and government officials would be unable to find out about unacceptable conditions that require correcting.
2.
Can prison officials open letters addressed to an inmate's lawyer?


NO - The right to privacy between attorney and client is absolute.  Nor can letters to the courts be opened.  Otherwise the prison staff could interfere with court processes.

3.
Can prison officials prohibit magazines which detail how to smuggle contraband into prison?


YES - Obviously such material could present a clear and present danger to the security of the institution.
4.
Can prisoners organize a "National Prisoners Reform Association"?


YES - Or any other organization they wish, as long as the organization does not create a clear and present danger by presenting ideas such as criminal behavior, violence as a means of reaching goals, etc.
5.
Can media officials interview prisoners with the prisoner's permission?


YES - Access to the press is a constitutional right which cannot be restricted unless the "interview would present a clear and present danger of breach of the security, discipline or orderly administration of the institution."

6.
Can a prison be required to feed black muslims separately, with special food fitting their religious beliefs?


NO - Since there are ample food selections available that did not violate their religious beliefs, considerations of security and administrative expense outweigh whatever constitutional deprivation petitioners may claim.
7.
Can an inmate be prohibited from having extremely long hair?


YES - Among other reasons, the courts have justified this policy to insure hygiene, to prevent lice, so that prisoners match their pictures which would be circulated during an escape, safety around prison equipment, etc.  The courts have not upheld concerns about religious or political reasons for long hair.
8.
Can a cell be searched only with a search warrant like a house?


NO - The courts do not see many similarities between cells and houses, since prison life is based on continual surveillance.  Regular searches of cells are a reasonable practice of a prison administration, to preserve order and safety.
PRISONER RIGHTS WORKSHEET ANSWERS Page Two (2)
9.
Can the government be required to pay prisoners minimum wage?


NO - Prisoners are not employees.  Much of the work they do is busy work, designed to fill their day or work designed to teach them a trade.  As long as all inmates performing similar work are paid equally, the pay scale is independent of the minimum wage requirements.

10.
Can a prisoner be whipped or strapped as punishment?


NO - Such punishments are deemed to be cruel and unusual.  As the last court case on the issue pointed out, there is no way to prevent abuse, there is little public support for such actions, and it does nothing towards rehabilitating the inmate.  In fact, it creates hate and promotes violence.
11.
Could an entire prison system be "cruel and unusual punishment"?


YES - In 1971, the entire Arkansas prison system was so classified, for a number of reasons.  Included in the court opinion was a trustie system where inmates practically ran the entire system, segregation of barracks, widespread carrying of weapons by inmates, widespread involuntary homosexuality, isolation cells infested with rats, no rehabilitation program, deplorable medical facilities, unhealthy kitchen facilities and the use of inmates as armed gate guards.
12.
Must jails and prisons be desegregated?


YES - Correctional institutions, like the rest of society, cannot support racist attitudes.  The courts have held that delaying desegregation because of possible violence is to give in to racist attitudes.
13.
Are prisoners being disciplined entitled to due process?


YES - To insure fairness, the following procedures are required:  timely notice of the hearing and its reasons, the right to call witnesses, the right to representation, a standard requiring a decision based on the evidence, the right to an unbiased fact-finder, and the right to appeal.
14.
Do prisoners have the right of access to legal materials?

YES - In addition to access to a law library, prisoners have the right to have law materials sent to them, or to have access to materials commonly used in legal research.  Without this right, prisons could effectively limit inmate access to the courts, due to a lack of knowledge on the prisoner's part.
15.
Should prisoners be free to refuse treatment designed for rehabilitation?

Refer to comments in the Student Manual.  Also, the Eugene Woodland case involving Captain Nemo, who went on a shooting rampage at his repossessed dinner theater.  He refused to be medicated and could not be put on trial without proper medication. 
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